





Agenda—Thursday, March 11, 2021, 2:30 p.m. 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://wku.zoom.us/j/95592632489?pwd=R3pnVmFJMmVkN2xzNHNKZmxybDJldz09 




1. Call to Order  
2. Consideration of February 11, 2021, minutes (APPENDIX A) 
3. Report from Graduate Council Executive Committee 
4. Committee Reports 
 
a. Policy Committee (APPENDIX B) 
 
b. Curriculum Committee (APPENDIX C) 
 
c. Student Research Grants Committee (APENDIX D) 
 
5. Graduate School Reports  
 
a.  Graduate School Enrollment Reports (APPENDIX E) 
 
b.  Report from the Associate Provost of Research and Graduate Education  
 
6. Public Comments 
 




APPENDIX A  
 
Graduate Council 
Minutes—Thursday, February 11, 2:30 p.m. 
Zoom Meeting 
 
Present Members: Aaron Hughey, Ranjit Koodali, Richard Schugart, Diane Lickenbrock, Marla Zubel, Sarah Ochs, Marko 
Dumancic, Phillip Hogan, Angie Dolan, Dawn Garrett-Wright, Dana Sullivan, Adam West, Scott Arnett, Camille Acosta, 
Ray Blankenship, Carl Dick, Cheryl Hopson, Jeff Butterfield (for Lily Zhuhadar) 
Absent Members: Helen Liang, Jordan Constant, Martha Day, Hannah Cady, J. Alex Broskey 
Guests: Ann Ferrell, Rheanna Plemons, Jennifer Hammonds, Cathleen Webb, Scott Gordon, Evelyn Thrasher, Colette 
Chelf, Laura Burchfield 
1. Call to Order *Hughey 
2. Consideration of January 12, 2020, minutes (APPENDIX A) *Lickenbrock/Schugart; approved.  
3. Report from Graduate Council Executive Committee *Hughey and Plemons discussed the micro credentialing effort. 
*Hughey provided information on the proposed PDF policy. It will not be implemented at the Graduate level. *Hughey 
mentioned the Graduate Admission’s standards will be addressed in upcoming meetings.  
4. Committee Reports 
a. Policy Committee (No Report) *Dick announced they are still working on a JUMP program policy.  
b. Curriculum Committee (APPENDIX B) *Schugart/West; approved. 
c. Student Research Grants Committee (No Report) *Lickenbrock reported that they received fourteen applications. 
5. Graduate School Reports 
a. Graduate School Enrollment Reports (APPENDIX C) *Gordon provided an overview of the enrollment report. *Koodali 
stated that the drop is primarily due to a reduction of international students.  
b. Report from the Associate Provost of Research and Graduate Education *Koodali discussed previous and upcoming 
Graduate School events.  
6. Public Comments *Chelf shared that the new Thesis guidelines will not be posted until August.  *Hughey and Chelf 
discussed methods to sign the signature page.  






Academic Policy (Revision)  
(Action) 
 
Date: January 14, 2021 
College: Graduate Council  
Department: Policy Committee  
Contact Person: Carl Dick, carl.dick@wku.edu 
 
1. Policy Name: Undergraduate Enrollment in Graduate Courses (Graduate Catalog)  
 
2.  Description:  Limit undergraduate enrollment in graduate courses to seniors, enact a 6 hour  
 maximum, and require approval of the student’s advisor and the course’s instructor of record. 
 
2.1 Existing 
Undergraduate Student Enrollment in Graduate Courses 
Undergraduate students at Western Kentucky University may request to enroll in graduate courses by submitting an 
"Undergraduate Taking Graduate Courses" form to the Graduate School.  Conditions for approval include: 
 having earned at least 75 undergraduate credit hours; 
 and, having a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0. 
Undergraduate students may accumulate a maximum of 12 graduate credits. In addition, undergraduate students are 
restricted to a maximum of 15 hours enrollment per term, including graduate and undergraduate credits. All graduate 
coursework will be on the graduate transcript. To move the coursework to the undergraduate transcript students should 
contact the Office of the Registrar.   




Undergraduate Student Enrollment in Graduate Courses 
Undergraduate students classified as Seniors at Western Kentucky University and who have a minimum cumulative GPA 
of 3.0 may enroll in up to 6 hours of graduate coursework with approval of advisor and instructor of record.  
Undergraduate students enrolled in graduate courses are restricted to a maximum enrollment of 15 hours per term.  
Graduate credit earned as an undergraduate student may be applied at either the undergraduate or graduate level, but 
not both. 
This policy does not apply to students enrolled in a Joint Undergraduate-Masters Program (JUMP).  




3.1  The Graduate School (Associate Provost for Research and Graduate Education) requests that the 
 Graduate Council provide clarification on this policy, including:   
 Restricting graduate enrollment to Seniors only 
 Allowance for graduate credits to apply to an undergraduate or graduate degree program, but not both 
(with the exception of students enrolled in a JUMP) 
 Clarify that undergraduate enrollment in graduate courses requires approval of both advisor and 
instructor of record for the graduate course(s) 
4.  Impact on existing academic or non – academic policies:  
4.1 Impact on policies: no negative impact anticipated 
4.2 Impact on populations that may be affected: Instructors of record for graduate courses will need to approve 
undergraduate enrollment in their course(s).  Advisors of undergraduate students will need to approve 
undergraduate enrollment in graduate courses.  Undergraduates wishing to enroll in graduate courses must be 
classified as Seniors.   
5.  Term of implementation: Fall 2021 
6. Dates of committee approvals: 
 
Graduate Council Policy Committee  14 Jan 2021 (6-0-0) 
Graduate Council   
Faculty Senate   
 
 
Academic Policy (Revision) 
(Action) 
 
Date: February 11, 2021 
College: Graduate Council 
Department: Policy Committee 
Contact Person: Carl Dick, carl.dick@wku.edu 
 
1. Policy Name: Joint Undergraduate-Master’s Degree Programs (JUMP) (Graduate Catalog)  
 
2.  Description: Policy to standardize JUMP program parameters university-wide. Standardization will ease 




Joint Undergraduate-Master’s Degree Programs (JUMP) 
 
JUMP programs provide academically outstanding students the opportunity to complete both an undergraduate and 
graduate degree in approximately five years. Qualified students who have been admitted to a JUMP program may 
 
 
complete a maximum of 18 graduate hours as an undergraduate student and count a maximum of 12 hours on both the 
undergraduate and graduate transcript as prescribed by the program. Students will apply to Graduate School upon or 
before earning more than 18 graduate hours. Each JUMP program has individualized admission criteria. Search "JUMP" 




Joint Undergraduate-Master’s Degree Program (JUMP) 
JUMP provides academically outstanding students the opportunity to complete both an undergraduate and graduate 
degree in approximately five years. Qualified students who have been admitted to JUMP may complete a maximum of 
12 graduate hours as an undergraduate student.  These graduate hours may be counted on both the undergraduate and 
graduate transcript as prescribed by the approved program curriculum.  Undergraduate JUMP students will apply to 
Graduate School upon or before earning more than 12 graduate hours or upon earning the bachelor’s degree, whichever 
occurs first.  Program admission criteria for the Master’s degree may be waived for JUMP students at the discretion of 
individual program Directors and/or Committees.   
 
Each Joint Undergraduate-Master’s Degree Program may have more stringent and/or additional admission and 
continuance requirements, including for matriculation into the Master’s program.  However, minimum requirements for 
admission and continuance in JUMP include:  
 
For admission eligibility: 
 
 A minimum of 60 credit hours earned and a maximum of 105 total hours, including earned and enrolled, for the 
undergraduate degree 
 
 A minimum of 30 undergraduate hours earned at WKU 
 




 Once admitted to the Graduate School, JUMP students must adhere to the Graduate Academic Standing policy 
 
 Continuous enrollment (excluding winter and summer terms) 
 
 Maximum enrollment of 15 hours per term while classified as an undergraduate JUMP student if enrolled in 
graduate coursework in that term 
 
Failure to meet continuance requirements will result in dismissal from JUMP.  Upon dismissal, graduate coursework may 
not be double-counted.  Graduate coursework will be removed from the undergraduate transcript and recorded on the 
graduate transcript only. 
 
Graduate credits earned through JUMP may only be applied toward one undergraduate and one graduate degree.  




Once admitted to the Graduate School, students are classified as graduate students and no longer qualify for 
undergraduate classification for any purpose, including financial aid.  Likewise, students admitted to the Graduate 
School are eligible for all graduate student privileges, including graduate assistantships and graduate research and travel 
grants. 
 
Once admitted to a particular JUMP program, students may not switch programs.   
 
3. Rationale for proposed policy:   
3.1  The Graduate School (Associate Provost for Research and Graduate Education) requests that the 
 Graduate Council provide clarification on this policy, including:   
Standardization of JUMP program policy university-wide, but allowing individual programs to apply stricter 
standards 
 
4.  Impact on existing academic or non – academic policies:  
4.1 Impact on policies: no negative impact anticipated. 
4.2 Impact on populations that may be affected: no negative impact anticipated. 
 
5.  Term of implementation: Fall 2021 
 
6. Dates of committee approvals: 
 
Graduate Council Policy Committee  11 February 2020 (6-0-0) 
Graduate Council   













Graduate Council Curriculum Report 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 
 
Course Administration: 
Graduate Curriculum Committee (2) 
Code Title Status Initiator Received 
BIOL 505  BIOL 505: Aquatic Insect Ecology  Edited sct16030 2/25/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Zubel 
Discussion: Johnson explained. Changing from a 2 hour course to a 3 hour course. 
Vote:  Approved 
EDU 694 EDU 694: National Board for Certification Exploration and Support  Added ssn58259 2/15/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Zubel 
Discussion: Hines explained. Including National Board Cert. work in the program. Colette asked if this is typically at the 
graduate level. Hines, Yes, you must have 3 years’ experience to apply. 
Vote:  Approved 
 
Program Administration: 
Graduate Curriculum Committee (10) 
Code Title Status Initiator Received 
0471 0471: Communicating in Organizations  Edited jyn21880 2/2/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Arnett 
Discussion: Kong explained that they are just cleaning up the books. 
Vote:  Approved 
0012 0012: Organizational Communication  Edited jyn21880 2/2/2021 
 
 
Graduate Curriculum Committee (10) 
Code Title Status Initiator Received 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Arnett 
Discussion: Kong explained there is a little change. Making it 30 credit to follow the newest trend. They are going to 
suspend a couple of others. Wants one large category. 
Vote:  Approved 
0456 
0456: Special Education for Initial Certification, Learning and 
Behavior Disorders  
Edited ssn58259 2/15/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Arnett 
Discussion: Kirby explained the changes. Removing required courses. 
Vote:  Approved 
0010 0010: Educational Leadership  Edited nch04516 2/2/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Arnett/Schugart 
Discussion: Brake explained. Wanted to fix the credit issue for the ED students. 
Vote:  Approved 
0410 0410: Applied Economics Edited alx50504 2/10/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Arnett/Schugart 
Discussion: Lebedinsky explained. Adding another concentration. The new concentration will be online only. Day asked 
about program admissions # 1 is already required by Graduate School. 
Friendly Amendment - Remove #1 under Program Admission General Concentration. 
Vote:  Approved 
0495 0495: Teacher Education for Initial Certification  Edited jsh52789 2/15/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Arnett 
Discussion: Day explained, they are getting it down to 30 hours to match trends. Hammonds asked if they could fix the 
concertation views at the top. Kelley asked if Praxis was no longer required. Day, Yes they have to take it. 
Vote:  Approved 
0493 0493: Biology Edited jrr35333 2/25/2021 
 
 
Graduate Curriculum Committee (10) 
Code Title Status Initiator Received 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Zubel 
Discussion: 4Johnson explained. Simple change, mistake made in 2018 in listing the course #. 
Vote:  Approved 
0469 0469: Psychology  Edited shr18610 2/25/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Arnett/Schugart 
Discussion: Mutter explained. Two minor changes, first is industrial-organizational concentration course list. Second 
change ins in the PSYS reducing hour requirement from 9 hrs. to 6 hrs. & adding 3 hrs. to the science core. – Schugart 
asked what happens if you have grades lower than the requirement? Colette confirmed they can’t double check this 
because we are still paper based. Also said it is coming soon in degree works. 
Vote:  Approved 
0500 0500: Advanced Teacher Education Edited and85146 2/28/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Schugart/Arnett 
Discussion: Paganelli explained. Adding an “or” statement under program requirements.  
Vote:  Approved 
0447 0447: Engineering Management  Edited stc51902 2/25/2021 
Motion to Discuss – 1st/2nd: Zubel/Schugart 
Discussion: Orooji explained. Changing the title of the program to better reflect the program. There was a small typo in 
the last sentence and Colette will get it fixed. 










Student Research Grants Committee Report 
 
Agenda—February 24, 2021 
Beginning at 11:15 AM 
I.   Committee Briefings 
 FYI: A friendly reminder that student research grants are capped at $1,500 each 
 
II.  New Business:  
 
Group 1  
1. 11:15 AM 
Sydney Garrison, Psychology (Dr. Melissa Baker) 
Stigma and Juror Bias toward Mentally Ill Defendants 
Requesting $600 
 
2. 11:30 AM 
Alyssa Harrell, Psychology (Dr. Rick Grieve) 
Social Media and Eating Disorders 
Requesting $420  
 
3. 11:45 AM 
Kendall Miller, Psychology (Dr. Christopher Peters) 
The Effects of True Crime Media Consumption on Jurors’ Criminal Punishment Orientation 
Requesting $1,308 
 
4. 12:00 PM 
Donald Price, Mathematics (Dr. Claus Ernst) 
Knot Theory in Virtual Reality 
Requesting $422.94 
 
5. 12:15 PM 
Niroj Shrestha, Earth, Environmental and Atmospheric Sciences (Dr. Nahid Gani) 
 
 
Understanding the tectonic geomorphology of the Eastern Fold and Thrust Bell of the Bengal Basin 
Requesting $1,335 
 
6. 12:30 PM  
Hunter Weaver, Biology (Dr. Noah Ashley) 
Effect of glucocorticoids upon pro-inflammatory responses and microglia activation to acute and 





7. 12:15 PM 
Alison Colao, Kinesiology, Recreation, and Sport (Dr. Rachel Tinius) 
Do Changes in Navy Fitness Testing Protocols Impact Service Members Performance? 
Requesting $1,500 
 
8. 12:30 PM 
Paige Nichols, Psychological Sciences (Dr. Amy Brausch) 




9. 12:45 PM 
Rosemary Ofili, Educational Administration, Leadership & Research (Dr. Lester Archer) 




10. 1:00 PM 
Inyanu Ojo, Chemistry (Dr. Rui Zhang) 





11. 1:15 PM 
Rylan Moore, Biology (Dr. Philip Lienesch) 




12. 1:30 PM 
Catherine Walters, Earth, Environment, and Atmospheric Sciences (Dr. Leslie North) 
Evaluating the Efficacy of Virtual Tourism in a University Sustainability Setting  
Requesting $1,500 



















Graduate Enrollment Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
